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SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRISONERS AND DEAD IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
REF: A) BUDAPEST 1346, B) PARIS 11852, C) GENEVA 

3443, D) STATE 101914, E) STATE 113021 

1. DESPITE EFFORTS REPORTED REFTELS, THERE CONTINUES TO 

BE NO WORD ON AMERICANS HELD PRISONER BY COMMUNIST FORCES 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM, OR ON THE BODIES OF THE TWO MARINES LEFT 
IN SAIGON. THERE IS STRONG PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL 
INTEREST IN BOTH THESE SUBJECTS, AND WE ARE SERIOUSLY 
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CONCERNED ABOUT THE LACK OF PROGRESS THUS FAR. 

2. FOR BUDAPEST: ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE HUNGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR WAS AMONG ENVOYS WHO MET WITH PRG FOREIGN 
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MINISTER NGUYEN THI BINH MAY 18 IN SAIGON. RECOMMEND 
YOU RENEW YOUR INQUIRIES ABOUT THE BAN ME THUOT CAPTIVES 
ON BASIS OF THIS PUBLIC INDICATION OF CONTACT BETWEEN 
GOH AND THE REVOLUTIONARY AUTHORITIES IN SVN. 

3. IN DOING SO, WE SUGGEST YOU REFER ALSO TO THE TWO NON- 
MISSIONARY AMERICANS IN BAN ME THUOT GROUP: PAUL A. 
STRUHARIK, USAID OFFICIAL, AND JAY SCARBOROUGH, FORD 
FOUNDATION FELLOW. IN ADDITION TO THE SIX U.S. MISSION- 
ARIES THERE ARE TWO CANADIAN MISSIONARIES, DR. AND MRS. 
LOUIS JOHNSON, AND AN AUSTRALIAN NON-MISSIONARY, BRINGING 
TOTAL BAN ME THUOT GROUP TO ELEVEN. 

4. UNLESS YOU CONSIDER IT UNFRUITFUL, SUGGEST YOU ALSO 
ASK FOR GOH INTERVENTION ON SAME HUMANITARIAN 'GOOD 
OFFICES" BASIS FOR JAMES F. LEWIS, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
OF THE U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL AT NHA TRANG, WHO WAS 
CAPTURED APRIL 16 AT PHAN RANG, SOUTH VIETNAM, WHERE HE 
HAD GONE TO ASSIST VIETNAMESE EMPLOYEES OF THE 
CONSULATE. INFORMATION ON LEWIS WAS RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT 
TO INFO ON BAN ME THUOT GROUP. THERE HAS BEEN NO WORD 
ON LEWIS SINCE HIS CAPTURE, ALTHOUGH IT IS CONSIDERED 
CERTAIN THAT HE WAS CAPTURED, AND HE PRESUMABLY REMAINS 
A PRISONER. 

5. FOR WARSAW: ALTHOUGH PRESS DID NOT INDICATE POLISH 
ENVOY WAS AMONG THOSE RECEIVED BY MME. BINH, SUGGEST 
YOU ALSO RENEW YOUR EFFORTS ON THIS SUBJECT WITH GOP, 
COVERING STRUHARIK, SCARBOROUGH, AND LEWIS AS WELL. 

6. FOR PARIS: PLEASE CHECK WITH GOF TO SEE IF THEY HAVE 
HAD ANY RESPONSE ON THE TWO MARINES OR ON THE AMERICAN 
PRISONERS. IF GOF HAS HAD NO LUCK ON THE MARINES WE MAY 
WISH TO DISCUSS THIS WITH BUDAPEST AND WARSAW AS WELL. 
PLEASE ADVISE. 

7. FOR GENEVA: PLEASE CHECK IF ICRC HAS OBTAINED ANY 
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WORD ON U.S. PRISONERS AND OTHER AMERICANS IN SVN, AND 
ON THE MARINES. 

8. FYI, FOLLOWING ARE COUNTRIES WHOSE AMBASSADORS 
REPORTEDLY MET WITH MME. BINH IN SAIGON MAY 18: SOVIET 
UNION, CHINA, CAMBODIA, CUBA, EAST GERMANY, HUNGARY, 
BULGARIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AND ROMANIA. INGERSOLL 
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